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Newsletter of the Civil War Round Table of Kansas City

589th Regular Meeting

Wednesday, August 19, 2026
Milburn Golf and Country Club
7501 West 69th Street, Overland Park, KS 66204
Social hour begins at 5:00 p.m. and dinner is at 6:00 p.m.

The meeting will include a plated dinner at a cost of $35.00 per person.
Reservations are required in order to attend the dinner meeting.

Reservation Deadline: Tuesday, August 11th.
To make a dinner reservation, please contact Marlene Natoli:

mailto:marnatoli@att.net
Phone: 913-764-1336

August Program

At our dinner meeting on August 19,
Mr. James A. Hessler, adjunct Professor,
author, and Licensed Battlefield Guide at
Gettysburg National Military Park, will be
giving a program about the dispute between
Union Major Generals George Meade and
Daniel Sickles over command of the Union
troops at the Battle of Gettysburg.

General Sickles openly disobeyed orders in
one of the most controversial decisions in
military history. His questionable advance
into the Peach Orchard led to a Confederate
attack that crushed the Peach Orchard salient
and other parts of the Union line, threatening
the left flank of General George Meade’s
army.



mailto:marnatoli@att.net
mailto:dickt@grawader.com
http://cwrtkc.org/

Dinner Meeting Reservations and Payments

e Areservation is required in order to attend the
dinner meeting. All reservations must be
submitted to Marlene Natoli by Tuesday,
August 11", Marlene said she be on vacation
in August and requests that everyone get their
reservations in as early as possible.

e Please e-mail or call Marlene if you are planning
on attending. To make a reservation, call
Marlene at 913-764-1336 or e-mail her at
mailto:marnatoli@att.net If you send Marlene an
e-mail and do not get confirmation back, then you
do not have a reservation.

o Please note that the cost of a dinner is $35.00
per person. If you make a reservation, but are
not able to attend the dinner meeting for any
reason, you must contact Marlene Natoli by either
phone or e-mail prior to the reservation deadline
to cancel. You are responsible for the cost of your
meal if you made a reservation, did not attend,
and did not cancel before the deadline.

e You can pay for your meal at the dinner meeting
or by mailing a check to Dick Titterington.
Make check payable to the Civil War Round
Table of Kansas City. Dick’s mailing address is:
4125 NW Willow Drive, Kansas City MO
64116.

e You can also pay for your dinner using a credit or
debit card. The Civil War Round Table of Kansas
City is now accepting digital payments. This
process is simple to use and secure. The Round
Table uses the Square Digital Payment
Processing System. Square charges the Round
Table a fee for this service. The Round Table
passes this fee on to its members who choose to
use this service. The fees are slightly more if you
pay online than paying in person at our dinner
meetings. For more information or to see a
schedule of the processing fees charged, visit our
website https://cwrtkc.org/digital payments/

Dinner Menu

Milburn Golf and Country Club will serve the
following meal at the August dinner meeting: Beef
medallions with demi sauce, asparagus, and
dauphinoise potatoes au gratin. Dessert will be the
Chef’s choice. All dinners are served with house salad
and Milburn house dressing, sliced bread, iced tea, water,
and coffee.

Gluten free and vegetarian meals are available with
advance notice. Please advise Marlene Natoli if you
require a gluten free or vegetarian meal when making
your reservation. Also, if you have a food allergy,
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Marlene requests that you please be very specific on what
items you can’t eat on that month’s menu when making
your dinner reservation.

This Month’s Speaker

Mr. James Hessler has been a Licensed Battlefield
Guide at Gettysburg National Military Park since 2003.

His book Sickles at Gettysburg (Savas Beatie, 2009)
was awarded the prestigious Bachelder Coddington
Award and the Gettysburg Civil War Round Table's
Distinguished Book Award as the most outstanding work
on the Gettysburg Campaign.

Mr. Hessler co-authored with Licensed Battlefield
Guide Wayne Motts, and maps by Civil War Trust
cartographer Steve Stanley, Pickett's Charge at
Gettysburg (Savas Beatie, 2015), the first battlefield
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guide to the legendary final attack at Gettysburg. He also
co-authored with Britt C. Isenberg the book:
Gettysburg’s Peach Orchard: Longstreet, Sickles, and
the Bloody fight for the “Commanding Ground” along the
Emmitsburg Road (Savas Beatie, 2023).

Mr. Hessler has written a number of articles for
publication, including "Gettysburg Magazine" and
"America's Civil War." He was one of the primary content
designers for, and appeared in, the Civil War Trust's
mobile Gettysburg application.

Mr. Hessler is a popular speaker at Civil War Round
Tables and has appeared on NPR, Travel Channel
(Monumental Mysteries, 2015), PCN-TV, Breitbart News
(Pickett's Charge 150th Anniversary), and Civil War
Radio. He was featured in the July 2013 issue of "Civil
War Monitor" magazine and the book, "Searching for
George Gordon Meade" (2013).

Mr. Hessler is an adjunct professor at Harrisburg Area
Community College (Gettysburg campus). In addition to
being a member of Gettysburg's Association of Licensed
Battlefield Guides he is also a member of Little Bighorn
Associates and Custer Battlefield Memorial Association.

He lives in Gettysburg with his wife and children.

Book: Sickles at Gettysburg
The following text is from the Amazon Books website:

“Sickles at Gettysburg: The Controversial Civil War
General Who Committed Murder, Abandoned Little
Round Top, and Declared Himself the Hero of
Gettysburg, by licensed battlefield guide James Hessler,
is the most deeply-researched, full-length biography to
appear on this remarkable American icon. And it is long
overdue.

“No individual who fought at Gettysburg was more
controversial, both personally and professionally, than
Major General Daniel E. Sickles. By 1863, Sickles was
notorious as a disgraced former Congressman who
murdered his wife’s lover on the streets of Washington
and used America’s first temporary insanity defense to
escape justice. With his political career in ruins, Sickles
used his connections with President Lincoln to obtain a
prominent command in the Army of the Potomac’s Third
Corps—despite having no military experience. At
Gettysburg, he openly disobeyed orders in one of the most
controversial decisions in military history.

“No single action dictated the battlefield strategies of
George Meade and Robert E. Lee more than Sickles’
unauthorized advance to the Peach Orchard, and the
mythic defense of Little Round Top might have occurred
quite differently were it not for General Sickles. Fighting
heroically, Sickles lost his leg on the field and thereafter
worked to remove General Meade from command of the

army. Sickles spent the remainder of his checkered life
declaring himself the true hero of Gettysburg.

“Although he nearly lost the battle, Sickles was one of
the earliest guardians of the battlefield when he returned
to Congress, created Gettysburg National Military Park,
and helped preserve the field for future generations. But
Dan Sickles was never far from scandal. He was
eventually removed from the New York Monument
Commission and nearly went to jail for misappropriation
of funds.

“Hessler’s book is a balanced and entertaining account
of Sickles’ colorful life. Civil War enthusiasts who want
to understand General Sickles’ scandalous life,
Gettysburg’s battlefield strategies, the infighting within
the Army of the Potomac, and the development of today’s
National Park will find Sickles at Gettysburg a must-
read.”

Last Month’s Program

Dr. Chris Mackowski

At our dinner meeting on July 15, Dr. Chris
Mackowski, editor-in-chief and co-founder of Emerging
Civil War, gave a very dramatic and highly entertaining
program about the last days of Confederate General
Stonewall Jackson. Attendance at the dinner meeting was
57. Following the program, Round Table members Deb
Buckner and Gary Nevius presented Dr. Mackowski
with the Harry S. Truman Award, our Round Table’s
highest honor.



Dr. Mackowski asked six Round Table members to
represent the Union line at the Battle of Chancellorsville.
He demonstrated that a flank attack on one end of the
Union line had a much greater chance to succeed than a
frontal assault on the center of the Union line. (I to r):
Blair Hosford, Deb Buckner, Gary Nevius, Father
Dave Holloway, Gib Kerr, and Jordan Buckner. Blair
represented Major General Oliver O. Howard’s XI Corps
on the left flank of the Union Army.

Dr. Mackowski said one of Stonewall Jackson’s
maxims was: “You may be whatever you resolve to be.”
What made Jackson successful was his dedication and
commitment to resolve. Jackson used sheer willpower to
achieve his goals. Jackson attended West Point but was
unprepared. His resolve drove him to succeed. At the
Virginia Military Institute, Jackson taught physics and
artillery tactics. He was a terrible professor. He had a
hard time because he was not prepared. However,
Jackson was a genius as an artillery professor. The
students loved him.

During the Civil War, Jackson earned his nickname
“Stonewall” at the first battle of Manassas in July 1861.

Jackson formed his brigade in a strong line on Henry
House Hill, which helped the Confederates check the
Union advance. Brigadier General Barnard Bee shouted
to his men: “There is Jackson standing like a stone wall.”

Jackson teamed up with General Robert E. Lee and
became one of the most famous people in America. On
May 2, 1863 Stonewall Jackson led an audacious flank
attack that delivered a crushing blow against Major
General Joseph (“Fighting Joe”) Hooker’s unsuspecting
Union Army at Chancellorsville. Then disaster struck.
Jackson was accidentally shot by his own men while he
was reconnoitering the Union position that night.

Dr. Mackowski went into great detail covering the
Battle of Chancellorsville, the resolve of Jackson to defeat
Hooker’s army, the wounding of Jackson by his own men,
the transportation of Jackson to Guinea Station VA, and
his death on Sunday, April 10, 1863. Dr. Mackowski said
General Lee doesn’t see that resolve again until General
U.S. Grant shows up at the Wilderness on May 5, 1864.
Grant resolved to win the war. Lee never gets resolve
again from anyone.

Dr. Mackowski offered some final thoughts:

e This resolve of Jackson, was it Jackson’s fatal
flaw?

e  You are maybe what you resolve to be?

Deb Buckner and Gary Nevius presenting Dr.
Mackowski with the Harry S. Truman Award.



Upcoming Civil War Round Table Programs

Our monthly dinner meetings are typically held on the
third Wednesday of each month. However, the December
meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of the
month.

e September 16,2026: Robert J. Amsler, Jr. will
give a program about railroads during the Civil
War and their use as both strategic and tactical
assets.

e October 21, 2026: David Jackson will give a
program titled: “Lockdown: Outlaws, Lawmen,
and Frontier Justice in Jackson County MO.”

e November 18, 2026: Jeff Kluever will give a
program about U.S. Colored Troops at the Battle
of New Market VA.

e December 9, 2026: Mr. Ron Coddington will
be speaking about Civil War photography. He is
a Civil War historian, author, and editor.

Member News and Announcements

We would like to welcome new member Stephanie
Kiefer who lives in Overland Park KS. She works as a
retail store manager for Brighton Collectibles in the Town
Center Plaza. Stephanie has ancestors that were Union
officers from Ohio. Her ancestors were in the siege of
Vicksburg and were officers for U.S. Colored Troops. She
heard about our Round Table from Nancy Overacker.

Dr. Dan Cudnik said he gave a presentation to Lane
Smith’s VFW group on April 11" about the history of the
Medal of Honor. The Charles H. Coolidge National
Medal of Honor Heritage Center is located in downtown
Chattanooga TN. It is a 19,000 SF facility that honors
over 3,500 recipients from the first medals awarded in
1863 to the present.

The following Round Table members will be giving
presentations at the John Knox Village Civil War Round
Table in Lee’s Summit MO:

e Ethan Rafuse will be giving a program on
Monday, August 17". His program is about
President Lincoln and is titled: “If There is a
Worse Place Than Hell....”

e Lane Smith and Randy Durbin will be giving a
program on Tuesday, November 17"  Their
program is titled: “The Road to and from
Appomattox.”

Deb Buckner said she will be going on a field trip to
Ft. Leavenworth KS. She was invited to attend a
discussion about a new frontier museum.

The following are some medical updates regarding a
few of our members:
o Dale Walters said he had a pacemaker installed

in order to improve his heart rate. Dale said is
feeling much better now.

e Jim Borthwick said he will be having a
watchman device installed in August in order to
prevent blood clots from forming in his heart. It
will drastically reduce the risk of stroke and Jim
will no longer need to take blood thinners.

e Phil Griffin said he will be having back surgery
related to his spine in order to try and reduce the
back pain he is experiencing. Mary Griffin said
she is getting along well following the
amputation of her right leg. However, she is
struggling with the prosthesis and her left knee is
bothering her.

Please keep all of these members in your prayers.

Upcoming Civil War Tours

At our dinner meeting on July 15th, Liz Edmundson
made an announcement regarding some upcoming Civil
War tours that our members may be interested in.
Detailed information regarding the tours was e-mailed to
our Round Table members on July 23,

e  Quantrill's Raid Bus Tours on Sunday August
23, 2026, sponsored by the Watkins Museum in
Lawrence KS.

e VWilson's Creek  National Battlefield,
Springfield MO National Cemetery, and
Battle of Springfield tourson Thursday,
September 10 and Friday, September 11,
2026. This is a two-day trip sponsored by the
Civil War Round Table of Western Missouri.

e William Clarke Quantrill Society Annual
Tour on Saturday, October 3, 2026. They have
not decided whether or not to rent a school bus,
but they will let people know closer to the time of
the tour.

Sergeant Major’s Roar

Battlefield dispatches #724
Burnings

During the Civil War, the scorched earth policy of
burning homes, farms and sometime towns was common
place in Missouri from 1861-1865. In fact, this was
common practice by both the Union forces and
Confederate guerrillas in the Show-Me-State before it
was adopted in the eastern combat zones. The following
brief correspondence describes a few of the burnings by
Confederate guerrillas or Bushwhackers in 1864. All of
this correspondence is located in Vol. 34, Part I of the
Official Records of the War of the Rebellion on Pages
1001 and 1006-1007.




June 12, 1864
Raid on Calhoun, Missouri

[To] “Major O. D. Greene
Assistant Adjutant General,
Saint Louis, Missouri.

Warrensburg, Missouri,
June 15, 1864.

Major: I have the honor to report that on the evening of
the 12" instant, a party of 20 guerrillas made a dash into
Calhoun, “burned” one church, one tavern, two dwelling-
houses, and robbed two stores. The leader, Dr. Beck, a
notorious character, was killed by Lieutenant Sallee, of
the Citizens guard; three of the Guards were wounded.

I am, very truly, Your Obedient Servant,

Gen. E. B. BROWN,
Commanding District of Central Mo.”

kokokoskok

June 14, 1864
Raid on Melville, Missouri

[To] “Major O. D. Greene,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Springfield, Missouri;
June 14, 1864.

Melville, in Dade County, was entered this morning by
a force of the enemy, estimated at 400, and the TOWN
was MOSTLY BURNED! The enemy came from the
northwest and moved off in the same direction. Our
troops are following them. I respectfully request
permission to come to Saint Louis for a conference with
the General Commanding, as soon as the condition here
will allow me to leave.

JOHN B. SANBORN,
Brigadier General, Commanding.”

[To] “Brigadier Gen. J. S. Sanborn
Commanding District of
Southwest Mo., Springfield, Mo.

Headquarters,
Greenfield, Mo., June 14, 1864.

General: Melville was attacked this morning about
sunrise by about 75 Bushwhackers. They succeeded in
BURNING the TOWN and killing several men, mostly
citizens. I think there were only a few militia here and I
think that they were completely surprised. Major
Morgan, with most of the men there, was on a scout
[patrol] in the Horse Creek country. The rebels came in
from a northwest direction and were commanded by Pete
Roberts. The Rebels left there about 8 o’clock. It was 2
o’clock before I got information of the direction that they
went.

I immediately sent Lieutenant Clevenger in pursuit of
them with 50 men. The Rebels went in a northwest
direction toward White Hare or Sons Point and BURNED
SEVERAL HOUSES as they went. I have some hopes
that Lieutenant Clevenger will overtake them and if he
does, I expect to hear a good account of him.

Captain Higgenbotham’s Company has just moved in
here from Pennsylvania Prairie. The Captain, with 20 of
his men, have gone after them. I will call in the citizens
tonight. There are enough men here to defend this place.
I think that the Commanding officer at Melville is to
blame for not informing me sooner than he did of the
affair and the direction that the Bushwhackers went.

I am, General, very respectfully, Your Obedient Servant,
C. S. MOORE, Captain, Commanding.

P. S. Major King, Inspector, arrived here last evening. He
will probably remain until the 16™ instant.

C.S.M.”

skeskeskeoskosk

Now then, the closest town to Fort Scott that was
burned by Union Troops was Nevada, Missouri in which
almost all of the stores and houses were destroyed in May
of 1863. This was done by troops from Fort Scott who
were ordered to do the burning by Col. Charles W. Blair,
commanding officer of Fort Scott, in retaliation for the
killing of some Union solders by Confederate guerrillas
in Nevada as they, the soldiers were traveling to Fort
Scott, to testify in a court-martial. Both sides continued
to do the “Burnings” as the War Went On!



Photographs from the July Dinner Meeting
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Bob Macoubrie

Dale Walters and his daugher Marcy Barkley Past Presidents Dan Dooley and Father Holloway
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