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Newsletter of the Civil War Round Table of Kansas City

588th Regular Meeting

Wednesday, July 15, 2026

Milburn Golf and Country Club
7501 West 69th Street, Overland Park, KS 66204
Social hour begins at 5:00 p.m. and dinner is at 6:00 p.m.

The meeting will include a plated dinner at a cost of $35.00 per person.
Reservations are required in order to attend the dinner meeting.

Reservation Deadline: Tuesday, July 7th.
To make a dinner reservation, please contact Marlene Natoli:
mailto:marnatoli@att.net
Phone: 913-764-1336

July Program

Chris Mackowski and Kristopher D). White
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The Mortal Wounding of

At our dinner meeting on July 15%
Dr. Chris Mackowski, editor-in-chief and
co-founder of Emerging Civil War will give a
program about the book he co-authored titled:
The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson.

May 1863. The Civil War was in its third
spring, and Confederate Lt. Gen. Thomas
Jonathan Jackson stood at the peak of his
fame. He had risen from obscurity to become
"Old Stonewall," adored across the South and
feared and respected throughout the North.
On the night of May 2, however, just hours
after Jackson executed the most audacious
maneuver of his career and delivered a
crushing blow against an unsuspecting Union
army at Chancellorsville, disaster struck.
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Dinner Meeting Reservations and Payments

e Areservation is required in order to attend the
dinner meeting. All reservations must be
submitted to Marlene Natoli by Tuesday, July
7%, This will ensure that an accurate count can
be submitted to the Milburn Country Club on
Wednesday, one week ahead of the dinner
meeting, as specified in our contract with the
Country Club.

e Please e-mail or call Marlene if you are planning
on attending. To make a reservation, call
Marlene at 913-764-1336 or e-mail her at
mailto:marnatoli@att.net If you send Marlene an
e-mail and do not get confirmation back, then you
do not have a reservation.

e Please note that the cost of a dinner is $35.00
per person. If you make a reservation, but are
not able to attend the dinner meeting for any
reason, you must contact Marlene Natoli by either
phone or e-mail prior to the reservation deadline
to cancel. You are responsible for the cost of your
meal if you made a reservation, did not attend,
and did not cancel before the deadline.

e You can pay for your meal at the dinner meeting
or by mailing a check to Dick Titterington.
Make check payable to the Civil War Round
Table of Kansas City. Dick’s mailing address is:
4125 NW Willow Drive, Kansas City MO
64116.

e You can also pay for your dinner using a credit or
debit card. The Civil War Round Table of Kansas
City is now accepting digital payments. This
process is simple to use and secure. The Round
Table uses the Square Digital Payment
Processing System. Square charges the Round
Table a fee for this service. The Round Table
passes this fee on to its members who choose to
use this service. The fees are slightly more if you
pay online than paying in person at our dinner
meetings. For more information or to see a
schedule of the processing fees charged, visit our
website https://cwrtke.org/digital payments/

Dinner Menu

Milburn Golf and Country Club will serve the
following meal at the June dinner meeting: Lemon Dijon
Chicken, roasted potatoes, and glazed carrots. Dessert
will be the Chef’s choice. All dinners are served with
house salad and Milburn house dressing, sliced bread,
iced tea, water, and coffee.

Gluten free and vegetarian meals are available with
advance notice. Please advise Marlene Natoli if you
require a gluten free or vegetarian meal when making

your reservation. Also, if you have a food allergy,
Marlene requests that you please be very specific on what
items you can’t eat on that month’s menu when making
your dinner reservation.

This Month’s Speaker
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Dr. Chris Mackowski is the editor-in-chief and co-
founder of Emerging Civil War and the series editor of
the award-winning Emerging Civil War Series, published
by Savas Beatie. He is a writing professor in the Jandoli
School of Communication at St. Bonaventure University
in Allegany, NY, where he also serves as associate dean
for undergraduate programs. Dr. Mackowski is
also historian-in-residence at Stevenson Ridge, a historic
property on the Spotsylvania battlefield in central
Virginia. He has worked as a historian for the National
Park Service at Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National
Military Park, where he gives tours at four major Civil
War battlefields (Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
Wilderness, and Spotsylvania), as well as at the building
where Stonewall Jackson died.

Dr. Chris Mackowski

Dr. Mackowski has authored or co-authored nearly
two dozen books and edited a half-dozen essay collections
on the Civil War, and his articles have appeared in all the
major Civil War magazines. He is an inaugural member
of the Gettysburg History Council, and serves as a Copie
Hill Civil War Fellow at the American Battlefield Trust.
Dr. Mackowski serves on the advisory board of the Civil
War Roundtable Congress and the Brunswick (NC) Civil
War Roundtable—the largest in the country—and he has
formerly served on the board of directors for the Central
Virginia Battlefields Trust. He is also a member of
the Friends of Grant Cottage, the U. S. Grant Homestead
Association, and the Antietam Institute.
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Dr. Mackowski has been honored with the Milwaukee
(WD) Civil War Round Table’s Iron Brigade Association
Award for Civil War Scholarship, the Houston (TX) Civil
War Round Table’s Frank Vandiver Award, the
Scottsdale (AZ) Civil War Round Table’s Ed Bearrs
Award, and the Raleigh (NC) Civil War Round Tables T.
Harry Gatton Award.

Book: The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson
The following text is from the Amazon Books website:

“The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson is an exhaustive
look at the final hours of the Confederacy's most
audacious general.

“May 1863. The Civil War was in its third spring, and
Confederate Lt. Gen. Thomas Jonathan Jackson stood at
the peak of his fame. He had risen from obscurity to
become "OId Stonewall," adored across the South and
feared and respected throughout the North. On the night
of May 2, however, just hours after Jackson executed the
most audacious maneuver of his career and delivered a
crushing blow against an unsuspecting Union army at
Chancellorsville, disaster struck.

“The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson recounts the
events of that fateful night—considered one of the most
pivotal moments of the war—and the tense vigil that
ensued as Jackson struggled with a foe that even he could
not defeat. From Guinea Station, where Jackson crosses
the river to rest under the shade of the trees, the story
follows Jackson's funeral and burial, the strange story of
his amputated arm, and the creation and restoration of the
building where he died (now known as the Stonewall
Jackson Shrine). This newly revised and expanded second
edition features more than 50 pages of fresh material,
including almost 200 illustrations, maps, and eye-
catching photos.

“New appendices allow readers to walk in Jackson's
prewar footsteps through his adopted hometown of
Lexington, Virginia; consider the ways Jackson's memory
has been preserved through monuments, memorials, and
myths; and explore the misconceptions behind the Civil
War's great What-If: "What if Stonewall had survived his
wounds?” With the engaging prose of master storytellers,
Chris Mackowski and Kristopher D. White make The
Last Days of Stonewall Jackson a must-read for Civil War
novices and buffs alike.”

Last Month’s Program: “Gunpowder Girls”

At our dinner meeting on June 17" Round Table
member Dick Titterington gave an excellent
presentation titled “Gunpowder Girls.” Attendance at the
meeting was 45. Dick’s presentation was inspired by the
book, Gunpowder Girls, The True Stories of Three Civil
War Tragedies by Tanya Anderson.

June Speaker - Dick Titterington

In her book Ms. Anderson wrote: “[Young women]
came from around the world to live the American dream.
They, along with hundreds of other poor girls and women,
found work in the arsenals making small-arms cartridges.
They toiled up to 72 hours a week making sure that the
armies of the North and South never ran out of bullets.
They worked in unsafe conditions with little training. If
just one person at the arsenal wasn’t careful, something
terrible might happen ....”

Dick said this is the story of the sacrifices that women
made during the Civil War. Why did women do this job?
Originally boys were used to manufacture cartridges.
However, they were replaced with women at one arsenal
after matches were found on three separate occasions.

The women were paid based on piece work and made
less than $20 per month. One woman made only $17.28
for producing 96,000 cartridges.

Dick talked about the manufacturing of paper
cartridges, percussion caps, and friction primers (used for
artillery). He discussed the tragic events that occurred at
the following arsenals:

o Allegheny Arsenal in Lawrenceville PA.
¢ Richmond Arsenal in Richmond VA.
e Washington Arsenal in Washington D.C.

On September 17, 1862, the Allegheny Arsenal
exploded. Sparks from a horse’s hoof striking a stone,
ignited spilled gunpowder that had been swept into the
street. A total of 78 women and girls were killed. The
youngest was only 10 years old.



On March 13, 1863, the Richmond Arsenal exploded
when Mary Ryan was trying to remove friction primers
stuck to a board. She banged the board against the table,
which caused the one of the primers to ignite, resulting in
a massive explosion. A total of 45 people died, many due
to horrible burns.

On June 17, 1864, the laboratory building at the
Washington Arsenal exploded. Fireworks called “stars”
were being manufactured on the grounds outside of the
building. Spontaneous combustion of the stars baking in
the hot sun caused some of the stars to enter the laboratory
through an open window and ignite paper cartridges. The
explosion killed a total of 21 women.

In conclusion, Tanya Anderson wrote: “At arsenals in
the North and South, girls and women continued to
produce the ammunition soldiers needed to keep fighting.
Nothing much changed in those months. The job was still
dangerous. The girls still needed to work. No one was
ever held responsible in any real way for the deaths of all
those workers in Lawrenceville, Richmond, and
Washington.”

Upcoming Civil War Round Table Programs

Our monthly dinner meetings are typically held on the
third Wednesday of each month. However, the December
meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of the
month.

e August 19, 2026: James Hessler will give a
program about the dispute between Union
Generals George Meade and Daniel Sickles over
command of the Union troops at the Peach
Orchard during the second day of the Battle of
Gettysburg.

o September 16,2026: Robert J. Amsler, Jr. will
give a program about railroads during the Civil
War and their use as both strategic and tactical
assets.

e October 21, 2026: David Jackson will give a
program titled: “Lockdown: Outlaws, Lawmen,
and Frontier Justice in Jackson County MO.”

e November 18, 2026: Jeff Kluever will give a
program about U.S. Colored Troops at the Battle
of New Market VA.

e December 9, 2026: Mr. Ron Coddington will
be speaking about Civil War photography. He is
a Civil War historian, author, and editor.

Member News and Announcements

We would like to welcome new member Gary
Stangler. Gary is retired and lives in Overland Park KS.
He found out about our Round Table from member Todd
Stettner. He is interested in military and civilian history,
especially in the border and southern states.

We also want to welcome new member Beth
Pendergast. Beth is retired and lives in Columbia MO.
She is interested in all aspects of the Civil War. Beth has
a direct ancestor and his brothers from Oxford MS.

Bill Buckner’s 100™ birthday is on June 29", At the
dinner meeting on June 17% we celebrated Bill’s
birthday. Chip Buckner read a congratulatory birthday
letter from Missouri Governor Mike Kehoe (see photo on
Page 5). After dinner, Bill’s birthday cake was served as
dessert and we sang “Happy Birthday” to Bill.

We would like to thank Clara Schofield for bringing
Arnold to our dinner meetings each month. Arnold does
a great job of selling Civil War books at our meetings.
Clara said she is now a member of our Round Table.

Dennis Garstang’s wife Mimi received an honorary
doctorate degree from Missouri State University in
Springfield MO. Dennis and Mimi attended Missouri
State University, which is where they met.

Photographs from the June Dinner Meeting

Marlene Natoli, Jordan Buckner, and Dick
Titterington at the check-in table.
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The Buckner family: Deb, Jordan, Bill, and Chip



Deb Buckner and Chip Buckner, who was reading a
congratulatory birthday letter to Bill Buckner from
Missouri Governor Mike Kehoe.

Ford and Christine Maurer and Marilyn Pattison

Paul Gault, Debbi Roy, and Barbara Cordts



Sergeant Major’s Roar

Battlefield Dispatches #723
Shot Today

From the beginning of the Civil War, especially in
Missouri, and throughout the balance of the war until
1865, Confederate Guerrillas or Bushwhackers often
received swift justice and were executed by firing squad
or by hanging within a day or two if they were unlucky
enough to be captured by the Union Forces. Also,
“Refugees” became a problem for both the forces of the
Blue and Gray, especially in or near Combat Zones. In
, Missouri, Arkansas, and the Indian Territory (in present
Past Presidents Harriet Duff and Sandy Ackerson day eastern Oklahoma) the Union forces partially solved
this problem by transporting 1,000’s of refugees in empty
supply wagons that were going north to their point of
origin at Fort Scott or Fort Leavenworth. The following
after action reports describe incidents of “Swift Justice”
and the transportation of refugees. Both reports are
located in Vol. 34 Part I of the Official Records of the War
of the Rebellion on Pages 999 — 1000.

“June 11, 1864: Skirmish at Ridgeley Mo.
Report of Brigadier General Clinton B. Fisk,
U. S. Army, Comdg. District of North Missouri

\ x @ [To] Major General Rosecrans,
T

Past Presidents Father Dave Holloway, Gary Nevius, Saint Joseph, Mo., June 12, 1864.
and Dan Smith

Commanding, Department of the Missouri.

A detachment of militia was attacked by a band of
Guerrillas yesterday at Ridgeley, in Platte County and a
desperate little fight ensued. Captain Hoberson
[Overson], late of the Rebel Army, now recruiting under
Colonel Calhoun Thornton, C. S. Army and leader of the
gang was KILLED outright and his Lieutenant William
Felland [Oldham], son of a planter in this County was
wounded and taken prisoner. He was “SHOT TODAY™!
His confession will be valuable to us in securing scores of
the BLACK-HEARTED VILLAINS in the country. We
captured several fine horses and revolvers. We lost one
brave boy and only two others were slightly wounded.
The BRIGANDS were the same party that committed the
MURDERS at Arnoldsville. Eleven of them were on the
muster rolls of a [Union] militia company in this County
\ ‘ s and they carried a Federal Musket all winter.

Gerald Smith and Ken Ford I am pushing after the villains, day and night, and my
limited force of reliable troops are nearly worn out. I can
get help from General Curtis, who has kindly tendered it
today, but I dislike to have the Kansas troops come over



here if it can possibly be avoided. I shall go to Platte
County again tomorrow if | am able to ride. We captured
two more of our escaped prisoners today, McConley and
Briggs; the latter was KILLED.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier General, Comdg.”
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“Report of Captain William J. Fitzgearld,
Captain Company E, 16" Kansas Cavalry

[To] Major General Samuel R. Curtis,
Comdg. Department of Kansas.
Ridgeley, Missouri,

June 12, 1864 — 7 a. m.

Dear Sir: we were attacked here yesterday by
Bushwhackers about 20 in number at about 11 o’clock
under the command of Captain Overson and Lieutenant
Oldham. Overson is from Kansas formerly. We KILLED
Overson and wounded Oldham. We will SHOOT HIM in
one hour from this time. I captured some papers of
importance and Major Curtis’ hat.

We drove them off; captured three horses, three
revolvers and $110 in Confederate money. They
murdered Thomas B. Hailey of my Company who was
furloughed, the same day that I left the fort, about 5 miles
from Weston. We are in a bad fix here. Can’t get away
without assistance. We have no ammunition and can’t get
it. Send men to relieve us, if possible. I can’t go away;
we are preparing to defend ourselves the best we can. [
could not get anyone to carry you a dispatch yesterday.

WM. J. FITZGERALD,
Captain Company E, 16" Kansas Vol. Cavalry.”

seseoskoskosk

“June 12, 1864
Affair at Montevallo, [Vernon County] Mo.
Report of Col. Charles W. Blair, 14" Kansas Cavalry.

[To} Brigadier General McKean,
Comdg. District of Southern, Ks.

At Paola, Kansas, Fort Scott, Kansas,
June 13, 1864.

A party of my command under Lieut. C. B. Willsey,
Third Wisconsin Cavalry, ran into 30 Bushwhackers
yesterday morning at Montevallo, Mo., 35 miles east of
here and scattered them into the brush, killed one man and
captured several horses. A party of 150 Rebels went
through Montevallo last Wednesday, going north on the
old Boonville Road, the usual route. [Supply] Train
returning from Fort Smith with about 1,000 refugees. No
special news.

C. W. Blair
Commanding, Fort Scott.”
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Now then, by 1864 swift justice involving the
immediate execution of well-known Confederate
Guerrillas or Bushwhackers was very common in
Missouri. Sometimes there was a Drum-Head Court
Martial with the prisoner usually convicted and then
executed. Sometimes there was a preponderance of
evidence and it was determined that a trial by court
martial or before a military commission was deemed not
necessary and the guerrilla was often executed by a firing
squad on the same or next day after his capture.

Also, after a supply train had delivered it’s supplies
from Fort Scott or Fort Leavenworth to Fort Gibson,
Indian Territory (in present day eastern Oklahoma) or
Fort Smith, Arkansas the empty wagons would be loaded
with refugees to remove them from the combat zone and
relocate the refugees to Fort Scott or Fort Leavenworth as
the War Went On!

skeskeskeskosk

July 4, 1863 - The Fall of Vicksburg MS

The following quotes are from the book War is All
Hell, A Collection of Civil War Quotations by Randall
Bedwell:

“See what a lot of land these fellows hold, of which
Vicksburg is the key.... Let us get Vicksburg and all that
country is ours. The war can never be brought to a close
until that key is in our pocket.”

Abraham Lincoln

“This is a death struggle and will be terrible.”

Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, Union
Corps commander



“I know my people [Northerners]. 1 know their
particular weaknesses and their national vanity. I know
we can get better terms from them on the Fourth of July
than on any other day of the year.”

Confederate General John Pemberton, a native of
Pennsylvania and commanding general at Vicksburg,
July 3, 1863.

“Now commenced a strange spectacle in this thrilling
drama of war. Flags [of truce] were displayed along both
lines, and the troops thronged the breastworks, gaily
chatting with each other, discussing the issues of war,
disputing over differences of opinion, losses in fights, etc.
Numbers of the Confederates accepted invitations to visit
the enemy’s lines, where they were hospitably entertained
and warmly welcomed. They were abundantly supplied
with provisions and supplies of various kinds.”

Private William H. Tunnard, 3™ Louisiana Infantry

“The fate of the Confederacy was sealed when
Vicksburg fell. Much hard fighting was to be done
afterwards and many precious lives were to be sacrificed,
but the morale was with the supporters of the Union ever
after.”

Union General Ulysses S. Grant

“The Father of Waters again goes unvexed to the
sea.... Peace does not appear so distant as it did. I hope it
will come soon, and come to stay, and so come to be
worth the keeping in future time.”

Abraham Lincoln, regarding the fall of Vicksburg,
August 26, 1863.

“We recognized an honorable foe.... Many a ration
was divided, many a canteen filled, and many were the
mutual, sympathizing wishes that the cruel war might
soon be over.”

Lt. Samuel H. M. Byers, 5th lowa Infantry

“Yesterday we rode on the pinnacle of success — today,
absolute ruin seems to be our portion. The Confederacy
totters to its destruction.”

Josiah Gorgas, Confederate chief of ordinance, July
1863

Digging In at the James Shirley House
The following text is from a wayside exhibit at the
Vicksburg National Military Park:

“Imagine the scene here in June 1863. The hillside
[adjacent to the Shirley House] ... had been completely
transformed into a vast network of dugouts known as

“shebangs.” These makeshift shelters protected Union
soldiers from the oppressive summer heat — and the threat
of nearby Confederate guns.

“When the siege ended, the Shirley House stood badly
damaged and abandoned. It served the Union army as a
smallpox quarantine hospital. It was bought by the U.S.
government in 1900. Now restored to its pre-war
appearance, this stately house is the only remaining
wartime building inside the military park.”
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The James Shirley House at Vicksburg. In this wartime
image, soldiers of the 45th Illinois Infantry have carved
dugouts into the hillside for living quarters.

July 4th Celebrations in Vicksburg

Following the surrender of Vicksburg to General U. S.
Grant on July 4, 1863, the city did not officially celebrate
Independence Day for 82 years. The city was under U. S.
military occupation for two more years. The military
occupation continued after the war until 1876.

On July 4, 1945, with World War II coming to a close,
Vicksburg citizens thankful for victory, decided to
officially celebrate Independence Day for the first time
since the Civil War. They tenaciously held to the past,
however, billing the event as “The Carnival of the
Confederacy.”

In 1976, during the Bicentennial, a spectacular
fireworks display was held and paid for by the Warren
County government. Today, the Fourth of July is
celebrated in Vicksburg as a time for family gatherings
and picnics - and sometimes with fireworks.

Have a happy and safe 4™ of July!
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