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June Program

THE TRUE STORIES OF THREE
CIVIL WAR TRAGEDIES

At our dinner meeting on June 17", Round
Table member Dick Titterington will give a
program titled: “Gunpowder Girls.”

Dick’s presentation is inspired by the book,
Gunpowder Girls, by Tanya Anderson.

Ms. Anderson wrote: “[Young women]
came from around the world to live the
American dream. They, along with hundreds
of other poor girls and women, found work in
the arsenals making small-arms cartridges.
They toiled up to 72 hours a week making sure
that the armies of the North and South never
ran out of bullets. They worked in unsafe
conditions with little training. If just one
person at the arsenal wasn’t careful,
something terrible might happen ....”
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Dinner Meeting Reservations and Payments

e Areservation is required in order to attend the
dinner meeting. All reservations must be
submitted to Marlene Natoli by Tuesday, June
9th, This will ensure that an accurate count can
be submitted to the Milburn Country Club on
Wednesday, one week ahead of the dinner
meeting, as specified in our contract with the
Country Club.

e Please e-mail or call Marlene if you are planning
on attending. To make a reservation, call
Marlene at 913-764-1336 or e-mail her at
mailto:marnatoli@att.net If you send Marlene an
e-mail and do not get confirmation back, then you
do not have a reservation.

e Please note that the cost of a dinner is $35.00
per person. If you make a reservation, but are
not able to attend the dinner meeting for any
reason, you must contact Marlene Natoli by either
phone or e-mail prior to the reservation deadline
to cancel. You are responsible for the cost of your
meal if you made a reservation, did not attend,
and did not cancel before the deadline.

e You can pay for your meal at the dinner meeting
or by mailing a check to Dick Titterington.
Make check payable to the Civil War Round
Table of Kansas City. Dick’s mailing address is:
4125 NW Willow Drive, Kansas City MO
64116.

e You can also pay for your dinner using a credit or
debit card. The Civil War Round Table of Kansas
City is now accepting digital payments. This
process is simple to use and secure. The Round
Table uses the Square Digital Payment
Processing System. Square charges the Round
Table a fee for this service. The Round Table
passes this fee on to its members who choose to
use this service. The fees are slightly more if you
pay online than paying in person at our dinner
meetings. For more information or to see a
schedule of the processing fees charged, visit our
website https://cwrtke.org/digital payments/

Dinner Menu

Milburn Golf and Country Club will serve the
following meal at the June dinner meeting: BBQ beef
burnt ends, cheesy potatoes, green beans, and
coleslaw. Dessert will be the Chef’s choice. All dinners
are served with house salad and Milburn house dressing,
sliced bread, iced tea, water, and coffee.

Gluten free and vegetarian meals are available with
advance notice. Please advise Marlene Natoli if you
require a gluten free or vegetarian meal when making

your reservation. Also, if you have a food allergy,
Marlene requests that you please be very specific on what
items you can’t eat on that month’s menu when making
your dinner reservation.

This Month’s Speaker

Dick Titterington

Round Table member Dick Titterington, also known
as “The Civil War Muse”, is an amateur historian with a
particular interest in the American Civil War. Dick
maintains a website, (http://www.thecivilwarmuse.com/)
that provides virtual tours of Civil War battlefields with
interesting facts about the battle and biographies of key
individuals. The virtual tours allow you to travel back in
time and personally take walking and auto tours of various
battlefields and expeditions. Area maps, waypoints and
pictures are provided to orient and guide you through your
visit.

Dick also has a blog “Trans-Mississippi Musings”
(http://www.transmississippimusings.com/) writing
about interesting stories that took place in the Trans-
Mississippi Theater during the American Civil War,
including the Reconstruction Era following the war.

Dick is currently retired and living in the greater
Kansas City metropolitan area, after a 26-year career as
an Information Technology professional.

Dick serves as Second Vice-President and Treasurer
of the Civil War Round Table of Kansas City. He is also
the website administrator for the Civil War Round Table
of Kansas City (http://www.cwrtkc.org/) and the Battle of
Westport (http://www.battleofwestport.org/).
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Dick has volunteered for SPARK (Senior Peers
Actively Renewing Knowledge) teaching classes on the
Civil War in Missouri. SPARK is an Elderhostel Lifelong
Learning Institute (LLI) and a member of the Elderhostel
Institute Network (EIN). SPARK partners with the
University of Missouri-Kansas City.

Program: “Gunpowder Girls”

Dick’s presentation is inspired by the book,
Gunpowder Girls, The True Stories of Three Civil War
Tragedies by Tanya Anderson.

Ms. Anderson wrote: “[Young women] came from
around the world to live the American dream. They,
along with hundreds of other poor girls and women, found
work in the arsenals making small-arms cartridges. They
toiled up to 72 hours a week making sure that the armies
of the North and South never ran out of bullets. They
worked in unsafe conditions with little training. If just
one person at the arsenal wasn’t careful, something
terrible might happen ....”

Gunpowder Girls is a story of child labor, immigrant
hopes, and the endless demands of a cruel war.

Last Month’s Program

At our dinner meeting on May 27" Dr. Brian
Matthew Jordan gave an excellent program about his
book: Marching Home, Union Veterans and their
unending Civil War. Attendance at the meeting was 58.

The Civil War visited unprecedented violence on the
United States. That violence was also inscribed
on the bodies and minds of the nearly two million men
who donned Union blue between 1861 and 1865. Dr.
Jordan addressed the following key questions:

e How did Union veterans make sense of their
physical, psychological, and emotional wounds
as the nation plunged into the years of
Reconstruction?

e How did the politics of the post war years
complicate their reintegration to civilian life and
personal healing?

e Why were so many veterans so unwilling to let
go of the war and its legacy, and what urgent
messages do those ex-soldiers have for us today?

While Confederate troops returned to homes that
shared their sense of defeat and wounded pride, Union
soldiers encountered northern civilians who were
determined to shield themselves from the grisly realities
of the battlefield — eager to put the war behind them.

On May 23, 1865, the victorious Union Army paraded
through the streets of Washington D.C., marking an end
to the bloody Civil War. The soldiers were cheered and

May Speaker Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan

feted, and hailed with a banner that read: “The Only
National Debt We Can Never Repay Is the Debt We Owe
Our Victorius Union Soldiers.” For generations, this
romantic vision of a bitterly won peace has dominated our
understanding of the war’s legacy. However, Dr. Jordan
dispelled that narrative.

Many veterans simply could not forget, could not
move on, and found little sympathy in a nation ready to
move on. While northerners were willing to salute the
heroism of Union soldiers, they remained terribly ill-
equipped to mitigate the challenges of their homecoming.
Battling physical pain and psychic trauma that was barely
understood, Union veterans came together to share and
honor memories that no one else would.

Upcoming Civil War Round Table Programs

Our monthly dinner meetings are typically held on the
third Wednesday of each month. However, the December
meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of the
month.

e July 15, 2026: Dr. Chris Mackowski, Editor-
in-chief and co-founder of Emerging Civil War
will give a program titled: "The Last Days of
Stonewall Jackson.”

e August 19, 2026: James Hessler will give a
program about the dispute between Union



Generals George Meade and Daniel Sickles over
command of the Union troops at the Peach
Orchard during the second day of the Battle of
Gettysburg.

o September 16,2026: Robert J. Amsler, Jr. will
give a program about railroads during the Civil
War and their use as both strategic and tactical
assets.

e October 21, 2026: David Jackson will give a
program titled: “Lockdown: Outlaws, Lawmen,
and Frontier Justice in Jackson County MO.”

e November 18, 2026: Jeff Kluever will give a
program about U.S. Colored Troops at the Battle
of New Market VA.

e December 9, 2026: Mr. Ron Coddington will
be speaking about Civil War photography. He is
a Civil War historian, author, and editor.

Member News and Announcements

e Don Bates said he enjoys living at his new home,
The Village at Mission, located at 7105 Mission
Road, Prairie Village KS 66208. His dog Angel
is with him and she is very popular with the other
residents. Don said the food is good and he has
been gaining weight. He misses going to our
Round Table meetings, but he is not able to attend
anymore. Don will be 90 years old in November.

e Dr. David Meyers said he will begin a new job
teaching part time at the Center Point Hospital in
Independence MO. He has written a new book
titled: Military Hospitals in St. Louis During the
Civil War: A Brief Illlustrated History. Dr.
Meyers’ book is available on Amazon.

e Dr. Bruce Graham brought his brother-in-law,
Mike Skully to the May dinner meeting (see
photo on Page 7). Mike is a former president of
the Civil War Round Table of Saint Louis. Dr.
Graham said he has written his third book titled:
Revenge of the Wolf. Dr. Graham’s book is also
available on Amazon.

e Dan Smith said he joined the Round Table in
1976. He is the longest serving member of our
Round Table. Don Bates joined the Round Table
in 1979.

Remembering Jim Beckner

We are very sorry to report that a long-time member
of our Round Table, Jim Beckner, died on May 16", Jim
was 82 years old. Jim served as president of the Round
Table in 2000. Jim and his wife Judi were members of
our Round Table as recently as 2012. Jim gave a program
on Civil War Santas at our dinner meeting in December
of 2018. A memorial service for Jim was held at the
Cullen Funeral Home in Raymore MO on May 30™,

Jim Beckner

The following obituary is from the Cullen Funeral
Home website:

“James Dean Beckner, age 82, passed away on May
16, 2026 at St. Luke's East Hospital.

“Jim was born on July 23, 1943 in Sioux City, lowa.
He was the son of Robert H. and Bernice O. Beckner. He
was preceded in death by his parents and his brother,
Robert, Jr. His family moved to Camdenton, Missouri in
1954 where Jim graduated from Camdenton High School
in 1961. His family returned to Nebraska that year, and he
became an avid Nebraska Huskers sports fan. He attended
over 200 games over his life time. After graduating
college in 1964, Jim became a High School teacher and
Coach. Jim taught High School Driver's Education,
American History, and Psychology and coached
numerous sports for more than 30 years.

“James and Judith Beckner married on May 30th,
1964. Jim met Judith Lundquist while attending college at
Central Missouri State College (CMSU) in Warrensburg.
They would have been married 62 years this year.

“Jim loved Civil War History. He participated in many
Civil War events and movies, including "Blue and Gray,"
"North and South Part 1& 2," "Geronimo," and "Ride with
the Devil". Jim was a founding member of the Missouri
Civil War Reenactors Association and co-founder of the
Missouri/Kansas Border Network. He was a member of
many service organizations and Civil War Round Tables.
He received many awards and recognition for educating
the public about the Civil War. In 2010 Jim was presented
the Missouri Humanities Award for Exemplary
Community Achievement. Jim gave his time and talent to
many local groups such as the Grandview Historical



Society. He never turned down an opportunity to give a
speech so others could learn from his love of American
History.

“Jim was a Christian and was a member of the Ruskin
Heights Presbyterian Church before it’s closing, St.
Paul’s Methodist church and Summit Church most
recently.

“Jim is survived by his loving wife, Judi, and their
children Dott Salyer and Eric Beckner (Kendra),
grandchildren Kanyon Salyer, and Kamryn Anaya
(Brian), two great grandchildren, sister Linda Rennison,
and brother Terry Beckner (Candy).

“Visitation and service will be held on Saturday May
30th at the Cullen Funeral Home, 612 West Foxwood
Drive, Raymore, MO 64083. Visitation is at 10:00 am
followed by the Memorial Service at 11:00 am. Graveside
service will be at Forest Hill & Calvary Cemetery, 6901
Troost Ave, Kansas City MO 64131 following the
Memorial service.”

Round Table History - Women Members

We are very pleased to have 30 women members in
our Civil War Round Table. Many of you regularly attend
the dinner meetings. Several women have served and are
serving, as president of our Round Table:

Sandy Ackerson, 1994
Harriett Duff, 1997

Betty Ergovich, 1999

Deb Goodrich, 2007-2008
Deb Buckner, 2026-2027

The first meeting of the Civil War Round Table of
Kansas City was held on February 25, 1958 at the Hotel
Bellerive in Kansas City MO. At first, women were not
allowed to be members of the Round Table. However,
women are also interested in history and they wanted to
attend the Round Table meetings.

According to former member Betty Ergovich, the first
record located of a woman being in attendance at a Round
Table meeting was Alberta Wilson in May 1978.
Carolyn Pate of Lee’s Summit MO, became the first
woman to be accepted to membership in the Round Table
in April 1981. Mary Vorsten said Carolyn Pape later
moved to Williamsburg VA. Mary said the second
woman to join the Round Table was Joyce Cox, a history
teacher at Center High School. She moved away about §
or 9 years ago.

Sandy Ackerson was the first woman elected as
president of the Round Table in 1994.

Mary Vorsten said she joined the Round Table in the
fall of 1981 or the spring of 1982. At that time, the Round
Table was meeting at the Twin Oaks Restaurant. Mary
was working as a hospital chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital.

Sergeant Major's Roar

Battlefield Dispatches #722
“Hung-A-Little”

Throughout the brutal guerrilla war in Missouri from
1861-1865, both the Union and Confederate forces often
used painful inhumane methods or ways to gain
information from the enemy. One of these methods was
for an enemy soldier or civilian to be suspended by a rope
around his neck for a few seconds and then released, only
to have this act repeated a number of times. This method
of punishment was of course outside of the approved
“Articles of War” and was not condoned by either side,
but never the less it did occur. The following “Union”
after action report describes such an incident and is
located in Vol. 34 Part [ of the Official records of the War
of the Rebellion on Pages 1004—1006.

“Scout from Fort Leavenworth, Kans. to Weston, Mo.
June 13-16, 1864

[To] Brigadier General Davies, Commanding, North
District of Ks.

Sir:  Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 42, dated
Headquarters District of North Kansas, June 13, 1864, 1
have the honor to state that as directed, I proceeded to
Platte County, Mo., via Leavenworth City. When near
Farley, distant 7 miles from Leavenworth, I was informed
by a resident, that some eight men supposed to be
Bushwhackers, had returned to Farley. But, to the
disappointment of the command, the supposed enemy
turned out to be a party of militia from Platte County.

We remained in Smithville, Missouri until dark,
believing that the guerrillas were between the Goose Neck
Country and Weston. We marched altogether through the
brush, principally in single file. We crossed the Platte
River and halted, throwing out pickets [guards] hoping to
entrap somebody. Atevery crossroads we found the most
unmistakable signs of their sentinels, who fled at our
approach. Seven miles from Weston, at the house of a
man named Fulton, our advance spied a mounted
guerrilla, but he got away. We saw the old man, who
denied having any knowledge of Bushwhackers. He was
ordered to proceed with us, in order to show us the camp,
but he stubbornly refused, whereupon he was handled
pretty roughly.

At that moment, a daughter of Fulton made her
appearance and aimed a revolver at Sergeant Gill and
David Causort, our Scout. The latter however disarmed



the fair damsel. He also took a Bowie Knife and flask of
powder, all of which said Scout has in his possession as a
love token.

We searched the premises for arms and ammunition
and found none. However, from the conduct of the
woman, | have reason to believe that arms are concealed
there. We took the old man, the Commanding Officer
promising his family to save his life and scouted around
the country until we concluded that the Rebels had
scattered, knowing our presence.

When, within five miles of Weston, we stopped and
took breakfast. The Saint Joseph troops, who
accompanied us to this point, returned. The aforesaid Old
Man was taken out by some of the men and “Hung-A-
Little” requesting information. He requested that his
body be returned to his wife, but the boys, knowing the
promise of the Commanding Officer, let him go, where he
is now doubtless feeding his friends. The whole family is
plucky and the Guerrillas find them as valuable
auxiliaries.

We then returned to Weston, where we were treated to
lager [beer] by our true friends, the Dutch, and from
thence home [to Fort Leavenworth]. We saw but one
Rebel family in the whole country, according to them. So
what was to be done? We are, however, of the opinion
that there are about 300 organized Guerrillas in the
counties of Platte, Clay, and Buchanan, under the
command of Colonel Thornton, brother-in-law to Colonel
Doniphan of Weston, Missouri.

We are of the opinion that “Weston” was to be sacked
and all the Germans killed. We glean these facts from
evidence already in your possession and we have no doubt
that our trip [scout] in Platte and Clay Counties prevented
the threatened calamity for the present. There was one
black horse found in the road and we turned him over to
Major Clark in Platte City. No other property was taken.
The men and officers behaved well and returned very
much disappointed in not having a brush with the
guerrillas.

I have the honor Sir, to be, very respectfully, Your
Obedient Servant.

R. H. HUNT, Major, Fifteenth Kansas Vol. Cavalry,
Comdg. Expedition.”

seskeskoskosk

Now then, the name of the man who was “Hung-A-
Little” is not known, but that he did survive is nothing
short of a miracle, because others were not so fortunate.
If they failed to give their captors any required
information after the last attempt, they were often
executed by hanging. This is but one example of parts of
the barbarous guerrilla war that went on in Missouri as the
War Went On!

Photographs from the May Dinner Meeting

N :

Speaker Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan

Visitor Dr. Zachery A. Fry, Associate Professor of

Military History at the U.S. Army Command and
General Staff College



New Member Eldon Yeakel lives in Kansas City KS.
He is Curator of Collections at the Wyandotte
County Historical Museum in Bonner Springs KS.

Visitor Mike Skully, Former President of the Civil
War Round Table of St. Louis. Mike is the Brother-
in-Law of Member Dr. Bruce Graham.

Next Month

Enjoy celebrating the 250" Anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4.
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