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581st Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, December 10, 2025  
Milburn Golf and Country Club 

7501 West 69th Street, Overland Park, KS 66204 

Social hour begins at 5:00 p.m. and dinner is at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting will include a plated dinner at a cost of $35.00 per person.  

Reservations are required in order to attend the dinner meeting. 

 

Reservation Deadline:  Tuesday, December 2nd. 

To make a dinner reservation, please contact Marlene Natoli: 

mailto:marnatoli@att.net 

Phone:  913-764-1336 

 

December Program 
 

 At our dinner meeting on December 10th, 

Mr. David Von Drehle will give a program 

about his book: Rise to Greatness, Abraham 

Lincoln and America’s Most Perilous Year. 

Mr. Von Drehle is an American author and 

journalist who has worked for the Denver 

Post, Miami Herald, Washington Post, and 

Time magazine.  He is also the author of five 

books. 

Mr. Von Drehle’s book Rise to Greatness, 

Abraham Lincoln and America’s Most 
Perilous Year is a New York Times bestselling 

biography that follows President Lincoln 

through the fateful year of 1862, as he rose to 

the moment of America's greatest crisis.   
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Dinner Meeting Reservations and Payments 

• A reservation is required in order to attend the 

dinner meeting. All reservations must be 

submitted to Marlene Natoli by Tuesday, 

December 2nd.  This will ensure that an accurate 

count can be submitted to the Milburn Country 

Club on Wednesday, one week ahead of the 

dinner meeting, as specified in our contract with 

the Country Club.   

• Please e-mail or call Marlene if you are planning 

on attending.  To make a reservation, call 

Marlene at 913-764-1336 or e-mail her at 

mailto:marnatoli@att.net  If you send Marlene an 

e-mail and do not get confirmation back, then you 

do not have a reservation. 

• Please note that the cost of a dinner is $35.00 

per person.  If you make a reservation, but are 

not able to attend the dinner meeting for any 

reason, you must contact Marlene Natoli by either 

phone or e-mail prior to the reservation deadline 

to cancel.  You are responsible for the cost of your 

meal if you made a reservation, did not attend, 

and did not cancel before the deadline. 

• You can pay for your meal at the dinner meeting 

or by mailing a check to Dick Titterington.  

Make check payable to the Civil War Round 

Table of Kansas City.  Dick’s mailing address is:  

4125 NW Willow Drive, Kansas City MO  

64116.  

• You can also pay for your dinner using a credit or 

debit card.  The Civil War Round Table of Kansas 

City is now accepting digital payments.  This 

process is simple to use and secure.  The Round 

Table uses the Square Digital Payment 

Processing System. Square charges the Round 

Table a fee for this service.  The Round Table 

passes this fee on to its members who choose to 

use this service.  The fees are slightly more if you 

pay online than paying in person at our dinner 

meetings.  For more information or to see a 

schedule of the processing fees charged, visit our 

website https://cwrtkc.org/digital_payments/ 

 

Dinner Menu 

Milburn Golf and Country Club will serve the 

following meal at the December dinner meeting:  Oven 

roasted prime rib, winter vegetable medley, and mashed 

potatoes.  Dessert will be NY Cheesecake.  All dinners 

are served with house salad and Milburn house dressing, 

sliced bread, iced tea, water, and coffee. 

Gluten free and vegetarian meals are available with 

advance notice.  Please advise Marlene Natoli if you 

require a gluten free or vegetarian meal when making 

your reservation.  Also, if you have a food allergy, 

Marlene requests that you please be very specific on what 

items you can’t eat on that month’s menu when making 

your dinner reservation.   

 

This Month’s Speaker  

 

 

Mr. David Von Drehle is an American author and 

journalist.  The following information is from Wikipedia: 

Mr. Von Drehle was born in Denver CO, and raised in 

Aurora CO. He earned his B.A. in 1983 from 

the University of Denver.  In 1985 he graduated from 

the University of Oxford with a Master of Letters as 

a Marshall Scholar in English literature. 

Mr. Von Drehle started his career in journalism at 17 

years old, working with The Denver Post as a sports 

writer from 1978 to 1983, where he was the youngest 

sports writer that the paper has had.  From there he moved 

on to the Miami Herald in 1985 and stayed on with the 

paper until 1991 as a staff writer and New York 

correspondent.  

In 1991, Mr. Von Drehle became the New York 

bureau chief for The Washington Post.  Within months, 

he was sent to New Hampshire to cover the 1992 

presidential primary, thus beginning his career as a 

political writer.  He left The Washington Post in 2006 to 

become Editor-at-Large for Time.  He went on to write 

more than 60 cover stories while at Time.  

Mr. Von Drehle returned to The Washington Post in 

2017 as a twice-weekly opinion columnist.  He was also 

a recurring contributor to NPR's Morning Edition, 

including a discussion of Bob Woodward in light of Mr. 

Von Drehle's front-page article confirming the identity of 

the FBI's Mark Felt as "Deep Throat."  He left The 

Washington Post in 2025. 

In 1995, Mr. Von Drehle married Karen Ball, the 

White House correspondent for the New York Daily 

mailto:marnatoli@att.net
https://cwrtkc.org/digital_payments/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Denver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_Letters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Scholar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Denver_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami_Herald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NPR
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Woodward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Daily_News
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News.  They moved to Kansas City MO with their four 

children.  Mrs. Ball died in 2023.  

Mr. Von Drehle is the author of several award-winning 

and bestselling books including the following: 

• Among the Lowest of the Dead:  Inside Death 

Row. 

• Deadlock:  The Inside Story of America’s 

Closest Election. 
• Triangle:  The Fire that Changed America. 

• Rise to Greatness:  Abraham Lincoln and 

America’s Most Perilous Year. 
• The Book of Charlie:  Wisdom from the 

Remarkable American Life of a 109-Year-Old 

Man. 

 

Book:  Rise to Greatness, Abraham Lincoln and 
America’s Most Perilous Year 

The following text is from the Amazon Books website: 

“This New York Times–bestselling biography follows 

President Lincoln through one fateful year as he rose to 

the moment of America's greatest crisis. 

As 1862 dawned, the American republic was at death's 

door. The federal government appeared overwhelmed, the 

US Treasury was broke, and the Union's top general was 

gravely ill. The Confederacy—with its booming 

economy, expert military leadership, and commanding 

position on the battlefield—had a clear view to victory. 

To a remarkable extent, the survival of the country 

depended on the judgment, cunning, and resilience of the 

unschooled frontier lawyer who had recently been elected 

president. 

“Twelve months later, the tides of war had turned. The 

Union generals who would win the conflict had at last 

emerged, and the Confederate Army had suffered the key 

losses that would lead to its doom. The blueprint of 

modern America—an expanding colossus of industrial 

and financial might—had been indelibly inked. And the 

man who brought the nation through its darkest hour, 

Abraham Lincoln, had been forged into a singular leader. 

In Rise to Greatness, David Von Drehle presents a vividly 

detailed and deeply human portrait of Lincoln as he 

quickly transformed into America's greatest president.” 

 

Last Month’s Program 

At our dinner meeting on November 19th, Mr. David 

N. Duncan, President of the American Battlefield Trust, 

gave an outstanding program about the state of modern 

battlefield preservation and what the Trust does with land 

preservation.  Following the program, Round Table 

president Gary Nevius presented Mr. Duncan with The 

Civil War Round Table’s highest honor, the Harry S. 

Truman Award.   

Attendance at the dinner meeting was 66.  

 

November Speaker – Mr. David N. Duncan 

 

 

Round Table President Gary Nevius presenting Mr. 

Duncan with the Harry S. Truman Award 

 

The American Battlefield Trust was founded in 1987 

and is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, whose primary 

focus is on saving battlefields of the American 

Revolution, the War of 1912, and the Civil War.   

Mr. Duncan said the American Battlefield Trust and 

its members have saved a total of 61,000 acres, on 165 

battlefields, in 25 states.  As a comparison, the National 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Daily_News
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Park Service has saved a total of 73,000 acres of 

battlefield land.   Mr. Duncan said every acre of hallowed 

ground today is under greater threat than hallowed ground 

has ever been under before.  This is due to the following: 

• Industries such as utility scale solar farms, data 

centers, warehouses, distribution facilities, etc. 

• Shopping malls. 

• Residential and commercial developments. 

At the bottom of the American Battlefield Trusts’ 

logo, it says: “Preserve/Educate/Inspire.”  Mr. Duncan 

said the lack of historical knowledge today is 

unprecedented and has serious ramifications for our 

future.  We have to save land and we have to educate 

people as to the importance of why we do it. 

Land prices are also escalating rapidly.  The American 

Battlefield Trust cannot afford to pay three times the fair 

market value of the land. 

On a positive note, Mr. Duncan said the American 

Battlefield Trust is seeing record amounts of giving.  

There are 50,000 battlefield preservation members.  That 

is keeping the Trust in the game. Also, the U.S. 

Government has not cut any funding for battlefield 

preservation.  Mr. Duncan said the Trust is non-partisan 

and has friends on both sides of the aisle in Congress.  The 

Trust is able to make progress through matching grants.  

$20 million has been funded this year. 

Mr. Duncan said we need to inspire an appreciation for 

America and why we are the greatest country in the world 

today.  He wants people to be proud to live in the U.S. and 

to be patriotic.   

Mr. Ducan showed maps of ten different Civil War 

battlefields and showed a comparison of the land saved in 

1987 versus the land saved today.  In many cases the land 

saved was very significant.  For example, the battlefields 

at Glendale VA, Malvern Hill VA, Perryville KY, and 

Brice’s Crossroads MS are substantially saved and are 

almost complete.   

Mr. Duncan said the Trust is targeting another 13,000 

acres at the rate of 1,000 to 2,000 acres per year over a 

period of seven years.  The market value of this land is 

approximately $400 million.  The short-term goal is to 

save 2,500 acres by next July 4th, the 250th Anniversary of 

the Declaration of Independence. 

 

History of the Harry S. Truman Award 

The Harry S Truman Award was established in 1959. 

Noted Civil War historian Bruce Catton was the first 

recipient of this award on September 29, 1959.  Criteria 

considered in the selection process includes:  

• Making a significant contribution to the 

dissemination and preservation of Civil War 

military history. 

• Being a distinguished scholar and author of Civil 

War military history. 

• Promoting and/or organizing an important 

project related to the knowledge and 

understanding of Civil War military history. 

• Participating in the selection, development, or 

preservation of historic Civil War military sites. 

 

A candidate must qualify in one or more of the above 

categories. The Award cannot be presented at a time 

interval of less than one year.  It shall be awarded at the 

discretion of the Executive Committee based on 

appropriate time periods and candidate qualifications.  

The most recent recipients of the Harry S Truman 

award are: 

• Mr. O. James Lighthizer, November 17, 2009. 

• Chief Glenna J. Wallace, September 27, 2011. 

• Mr. Harold Holzer, February 24, 2015. 

• Dr. Timothy B. Smith, June 27, 2017. 

• Dr. Ethan S. Rafuse, December 17, 2019. 

• Mr. A. Wilson Greene, July 20, 2022. 

 

E-mail Received from Mr. David Duncan 

On November 24th, Gary Nevius received the 

following e-mail from Mr. Duncan: 

 

“Dear Members of the Civil War Round Table of 

Kansas City, 

 

“Thank you all so very much for the warm welcome, 

wonderful camaraderie, and excellent dinner I received 
on my recent visit with you.  Most of all, thank you for 

honoring me with your esteemed Harry S. Truman 
Award.  Because that award is so rarely bestowed, it is 

valued so much more by me, and I will endeavor to 

continue to be worthy of your approbation in the years to 
come as we continue to preserve America's endangered 

hallowed ground.  I've been to many Round Tables over 
the years, so I can say with authority that you have an 

exceptional, and exceptionally active, group, and I 

encourage you to strive to grow and remain engaged in 
your community.  You are doing great work.  Thank you 

again for honoring me, and for listening to my address. 

 

“With warmest regards, your obed't serv't, 

David N. Duncan 

President 

American Battlefield Trust” 

 

***** 
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Upcoming Civil War Round Table Programs  

Our monthly dinner meetings are typically held on the 

third Wednesday of each month.  

• January 21, 2026:  Ralph Monaco will give a 

program titled:  “Scattered to the Four Winds, 

General Order No. 11 and Martial Law in Jackson 

County MO, 1863.” 

• February 18, 2026:  Eric Smallwood will give 

a program about the Wakarusa War. 

• March 18, 2026:  John Hopkins will give a 

program about the Battle of Gettysburg 50th 

Anniversary Reunion in 1913. 

• April 15, 2026:  Dr. Chris Mackowski, Editor-

in-chief and co-founder of Emerging Civil War 

will be our speaker. 

• May 20, 2026:  Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan will 

be our speaker.  His topics are:  “Final Resting 

Places:  Reflections on the Meaning of Civil War 

Graves” and “More Than an Eagle on the Button:  

Black Lives beyond the Battlefield.” 

• June 17, 2026:  Kellie Gormley will give a 

program titled:  “Cease Firing!  Life and Death at 

Swope Manor (an inn in downtown Gettysburg).” 

• July 15, 2026:  Round Table member Dick 

Titterington will give a program titled 

"Gunpowder Girls: Tragedy at Civil War 

Armament Factories." 

• August 19, 2026:  James Hessler will give a 

program about the dispute between Union 

Generals George Meade and Daniel Sickles over  

command of the Union troops at the Peach 

Orchard during the second day at the Battle of 

Gettysburg. 

• September 16, 2026:  Robert J. Amsler, Jr. will 

give a program about railroads during the Civil 

War and their use as both strategic and tactical 

assets. 

• October 21, 2026:  David Jackson will give a 

program titled:  “Lockdown:  Outlaws, Lawmen, 

and Frontier Justice in Jackson County MO.” 

 

Member News 

We would like to welcome new member Robert 

Dewhirst who lives in Maryville MO.  Robert is retired 

and heard about the Round Table from a friend.  He is 

interested in all aspects of the Civil War. 

We would also like to welcome new member Ron 

Shaver.  Ron is the City Attorney for Olathe KS and lives 

in Olathe.  He found out about the Round Table though 

our website.  Ron is primarily interested in the battles of 

Antietam and Gettysburg.   

 

Annual Business Meeting of the Round Table 

According to the Civil War Round Table’s By-Laws, 

the annual business meeting of the Corporation shall be 

held each November, at which time the election of 

Officers and Directors shall take place.  At the November 

dinner meeting, the following slate of Officers and 

Directors for 2026-2027 were elected unanimously:   

• President:  Deb Buckner 

• 1st Vice President:  Blair Hosford 

• 2nd Vice President:  Dick Titterington 

• Secretary:  Mary Griffin 

• Treasurer:  Dick Titterington 

• Monthly Meeting Coordinator:  Marlene Natoli 

• Director of Preservation:  Arnold Schofield 

• Board of Directors:  Blair Tarr, Todd Stetner, 

and John Kussman. 

 

Please Renew Your Membership for 2026 

Now is the time to renew your membership in the Civil 

War Round Table for 2026.  The dues for 2026 are the 

same as they were for this year:  $40 per individual, $60 

per couple, or $20 per non-resident of Kansas or 

Missouri.   

Our annual membership dues cover expenses 

associated with obtaining quality speakers, primarily for 

transportation and lodging.  The dues also cover 

administration expenses such as website service fees, 

bank charges, corporate reports and returns, office 

supplies, postage, award plaques, name tags, etc. 

Please mail your dues payment to our treasurer, Dick 

Titterington, 4125 NW Willow Drive, Kansas City MO 

64116, or you can pay him at an upcoming dinner 

meeting.   

 

Sergeant Major's Roar 

 

Battlefield Dispatches #816 

 

Blair’s Battery 

 

During the Civil War, in early August of 1862, Major 

Charles W. Blair of Fort Scott was authorized by brigadier 

General James G. Blunt (Commander of the Department 

of Kansas) to raise and command a Battery of Light 

Artillery at Fort Scott.  This Battery was to contain six 

guns and was divided into three sections containing two 

cannon each.  The sections were designated as the Left, 

Center, and Right Section.  The center section contained 

two 6-pounder guns and the left and right sections each 

contained one 6-pounder gun and one 12-pounder field 
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howitzer.   All of the cannon or guns in the Civil War were 

designated by the weight of the projectile it fired. The 6- 

pounder guns were medium to long-range weapons; 

whereas the 12-pounder Howitzers were often used as 

close range anti-personal weapons to protect the battery 

from attacking enemy infantry.  Very often, a Section 

would be detached from the Battery to accompany an 

expedition, patrol or reconnaissance in force into enemy 

territory, while the balance of the Battery remained in 

camp or with its designated unit.  

Although the official designation of this Battery was 

the 2nd Kansas Light Artillery, its nickname was Blair’s 

Battery and was so named after its commanding officer 

Major Charles W. Blair.  It was also the second unit that 

identified Fort Scott as it’s “Home Post.”  The following 

information is located on the Official Military history of 

Kansas Regiments by W. S. Burke on Pages 438 -445. 

      

“On the 3rd of August 1862, brigadier General James 

G. Blunt, empowering him to raise and command a 

Battery of Light artillery, the guns for which were two 12- 

pounder field howitzers and four 6-pounder guns, all iron 

and of Rebel manufacture were then at Fort Scott, Kansas. 

The work of organization was commenced 

immediately.  On the 15th of August, four recruits were 

enlisted; on the 25th E. A. Smith was mustered in as 1st 

Lieutenant and on the 10th of September, the entire 

Battery was mustered in at Fort Scott, with an aggregate 

of one hundred and twenty-three officers and enlisted men 

and was designated the 2nd Kansas Battery.  On the 19th of 

September, Lieutenant Knowles and Wilson were 

mustered in. The officers were then: 

• Major Charles W. Blair, 2nd Kansas Cavalry, 

Commanding, 

• 1st Lieutenant E. A. Smith, Mustered in August 

23, 1862; 

• 1st Lieutenant D. C. Knowles, Mustered in Sept. 

19, 1862; 

• 2nd Lieutenant A. G. Clark, Mustered in Sept. 

10, 1862; 

• 2nd Lieutenant A. Wilson, Mustered in Sept.19, 

1862. 

 

The Battery was immediately assigned to what was 

afterwards the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Army of the 

Frontier.  Two Sections (four guns) under the command 

of Lieutenant Smith, accompanied the Army of the 

Frontier, in the fall of 1862, as far as Rhea’s Mills, 

Arkansas, after which it returned to Fort Scott, Kansas, 

having marched a distance of five hundred miles. The 
Sections remained in camp at Fort Scott during the winter 

of 1862-1863.  

Lieutenant Knowles, with a section, went to Baxter 

Springs, Kansas on May 1, 1863.  On June 18, 1863 three 

men were killed at the skirmish at Sherwood, Missouri.  It 

returned to fort Scott on June 24, 1863. 

Two sections, under Captain Smith, participated in the 

campaigns in the Indian Country [present day Eastern 

Oklahoma] in the summer and fall of 1863, taking part in 

the Battles of Cabin Creek, Cherokee Nation on July 1 & 

2, 1863 and Honey springs, Cherokee Nation on July 17, 

1863.  They were then deployed to Fort Smith, Arkansas 

on November 1863, where they remained until July of 

1864. 

One Section engaged a Rebel Battery near Fort Smith 

and defeated it handsomely on July 3, 1864.  Another 

Section was stationed at Fort Scott in October of 1864 and 

participated in the Battle of Westport, near Kansas City, 

on October 23, 1864.  It also participated in the pursuit of 

the Confederate Army commanded by General Sterling 

Price in Missouri and the Indian Territory.  It rejoined the 

Battery at Fort Smith in June of 1865. 

On the 21st of July (1865), the orders to be mustered 

out were received from the Department headquarters. 

During the day, all government property, including Guns, 

Horses, etc., was turned over to the proper officers and by 

night, the Battery was on board the steamboat enroute 

home.  The passage was a distance of seventeen hundred 

miles and occupied seventeen days.  The Battery landed 

at Leavenworth on the night of the 8th of August.  On the 

11th it was mustered out by Captain Kimble and on the 

15th, three years to the day, from the date of first 

enlistment, it was paid off by Major D. M. Adams.  

During its service three enlisted men were killed and 

18 enlisted men died by disease.” 

 

***** 

 

Now then, it is not known how many soldiers of 

Blair’s Battery returned home to live and die in Fort Scott 

and Bourbon County after they were discharged, but it is 

believed that many did so. 

 

(Newsletter continues on the next page.) 
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Photographs from the November Dinner 
Meeting 

 

Decorations at Entrance to Milburn Country Club 

 

 

Presentation by Mr. David N. Duncan 

 

 

New Members Robert Dewhirst and Joel D. Benson, 

who live in Maryville MO 

 

 

 

 

Greg Laur, Principal Philanthropic Advisor,          

Amercan Battlefield Trust. 

 

 

Special guests Lucinda and Mark Adams.  Lucinda is 

Executive Director of the Freedom Frontier National 

Heritage Area and Mark is Executive Director of the          

Truman Library. 

 

***** 

 

We wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy Hanukkah! 
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