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Newsletter of the Civil War Round Table of Kansas City

578th Regular Meeting

Wednesday, September 17, 2025

Milburn Golf and Country Club
7501 West 69th Street, Overland Park, KS 66204
Social hour begins at 5:00 p.m. and dinner is at 6:00 p.m.

The meeting will include a plated dinner at a cost of $35.00 per person.
Reservations are required in order to attend the dinner meeting.

Reservation Deadline: Tuesday, September 9th.
To make a dinner reservation, please contact Marlene Natoli:
mailto:marnatoli@att.net
Phone: 913-764-1336

September Program

At our dinner meeting on
September 17", Round Table member
Dr. David Meyers will be giving a
program about Civil War Medicine.
Dr. Meyers, is a retired professor of
cardiology and preventive medicine at
the KU School of Medicine.

He has been interested in Civil
War history since childhood. He
spent two years in Richmond VA
studying the war and is finishing a
book on the 17 military hospitals in
St. Louis during the Civil War. Dr.
Meyers has lectured widely on Civil
War Medicine.
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Dinner Meeting Reservations and Payments

e Areservation is required in order to attend the
dinner meeting. All reservations must be
submitted to Marlene Natoli by Tuesday,
September 9. This will ensure that an accurate
count can be submitted to the Milburn Country
Club on Wednesday, one week ahead of the
dinner meeting, as specified in our contract with
the Country Club.

e Please e-mail or call Marlene if you are planning
on attending. To make a reservation, call
Marlene at 913-764-1336 or e-mail her at
mailto:marnatoli@att.net If you send Marlene an
e-mail and do not get confirmation back, then you
do not have a reservation.

e Please note that the cost of a dinner is $35.00
per person. If you make a reservation, but are
not able to attend the dinner meeting for any
reason, you must contact Marlene Natoli by either
phone or e-mail prior to the reservation deadline
to cancel. You are responsible for the cost of your
meal if you made a reservation, did not attend,
and did not cancel before the deadline.

e You can pay for your meal at the dinner meeting
or by mailing a check to Dick Titterington.
Make check payable to the Civil War Round
Table of Kansas City. Dick’s mailing address is:
4125 NW Willow Drive, Kansas City MO
64116.

e You can also pay for your dinner using a credit or
debit card. The Civil War Round Table of Kansas
City is now accepting digital payments. This
process is simple to use and secure. The Round
Table uses the Square Digital Payment
Processing System. Square charges the Round
Table a fee for this service. The Round Table
passes this fee on to its members who choose to
use this service. The fees are slightly more if you
pay online than paying in person at our dinner
meetings. For more information or to see a
schedule of the processing fees charged, visit our
website https://cwrtke.org/digital payments/

Dinner Menu

Milburn Golf and Country Club will serve the
following meal at the September dinner meeting: Chili
Glaze Salmon with rice pilaf and asparagus. Dessert will
be Caramel Butterscotch Cake. All dinners are served
with house salad and Milburn house dressing, sliced
bread, iced tea, water, and coffee.

Gluten free and vegetarian meals are available with
advance notice. Please advise Marlene Natoli if you
require a gluten free or vegetarian meal when making
your reservation. Also, if you have a food allergy,

Marlene requests that you please be very specific on what
items you can’t eat on that month’s menu when making
your dinner reservation.

This Month’s Speaker

Dr. David Meyers

David Meyers, MD, MPH, a retired professor of
cardiology and preventive medicine at the KU School of
Medicine, has been interested in Civil War history since
childhood. He spent two years in Richmond VA studying
the war (and cardiology at the Medical College of
Virginia).

Dr. Meyers has published 143 medical research
papers, several medical book chapters, a book reviewing
134 Kansas City restaurants (published in 2003 - most
have since closed), and is finishing a book on the 17
military hospitals in St. Louis during the Civil War (with
help from Dick Titterington).

He joined the Omaha Civil War Round Table in 1981
and the Kansas City CWRT in 1995 (with a ten-year
hiatus with the St. Louis CWRT). He has been a medical
re-enactor since 1990 - innocently declining the lead part
in the second scene of the movie "Dances with Wolves"
to his regret. Dr. Meyers was a founding member of the
Society of Civil War Surgeons and has lectured widely on
Civil War Medicine.
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Last Month’s Program

August speaker Arnold W. Schofield

At our dinner meeting on August 20", Round Table
member Arnold W. Schofield gave a very interesting
program titled: “A Brief History of Jennison’s
Jayhawkers or the 7" Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.” The
meeting was very well attended. Attendance was 71.

Charles R. Jennison was a member of the anti-slavery
faction during Bleeding Kansas, a famous Jayhawker,
and a member of the Kansas State Legislature in the
1870s. During the Civil War, Jennison served as a leader
of Jayhawker militias and as colonel of the 7th Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, until being dishonorably discharged
in 1865 for murder and robbery.

The 7th Kansas Volunteer Cavalry was organized
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas on October 28, 1861. It
mustered in for three years under the command of Colonel
Jennison. The 7th Kansas Cavalry mustered out of
service at Fort Leavenworth on September 29, 1865.

Jennison was elected to the Kansas Legislature from
Leavenworth County in 1865, reelected in 1867, and
elected to the Kansas State Senate in 1872. Jennison died
in Leavenworth, Kansas in 1884 at the age of 50.

For more information on Colonel Jennison’s 70
Kansas Cavalry, Arnold recommends reading the book:
Jennison’s Javhawkers: A Civil War Cavalry Regiment
and Its Commander (1993) by Stephen Z. Starr. Starr
wrote that “No other regiment in the Union Army had
such a bad reputation and worked so hard to deserve it.”

Colonel Charles R. Jennison
during Bleeding Kansas (1854-1859)

INDEPENTENT

KANSAS
Jay-llawkers.

Volunteers are wanted for the 1xt Regiment of Kan-
xay Volunteer Cavalry to serve our country

During; the War.

Horsex will be furnished by the Government. Good
horses will be purchased of the owner who volunteers.
Each man will be mounted, and armed with a Sharp’s
Rifle, n Navy Revolver, and a Sabre. The pay will be
that of the regular volunteer. v

Volunteers from Northern Kansas will rendezvous
at 3% Leavenwortli;” Those from Southern Kansas
will rendezyvous at Mound City. Volunteers singly,
parts of companies and full companies will be muster-
ed into the United Ntates service an soon ax they report
themselves to the local recruiting officer at either of the
above placex. Upon arriving at Mound City volunteers
will report themselves to John T. Snoddy, Acting Ad-
Jjutant. Thosxe who rendezyvous at Leavenworth will

‘report themwelven to D. R. Anthony, Enq. of that place.

(ot Mortmens s Yo oy,
; g egime Lansas Vol. Cavalry.
MOUND CI'TY, Afg. 24, 1861, - '
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Upcoming Civil War Round Table Programs

Our monthly dinner meetings are typically held on the
third Wednesday of each month except for December
which will be the second Wednesday of the month.

e  October 15, 2025: Dr. Michael Forsyth, with
the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College, will be speaking about leadership during
the Red River Campaign.

e Novmember 19, 2025: David N. Duncan,
President of the American Battlefield Trust, will
be giving a program about Battlefield
Preservation.

e December 10, 2025: David Von Drehle will be
giving a program about his book titled: Rise fo
Greatness — Abraham Lincoln and America’s
Most Perilous Year.

e January 21, 2026: Ralph Monaco will give a
program titled: “Scattered to the Four Winds,
General Order No. 11 and Martial Law in Jackson
County MO, 1863.”

o February 18, 2026: Eric Smallwood will be
give a program about the Wakarusa War.

e March 18, 2026: John Hopkins will give a
program about the Battle of Gettysburg 50™
Anniversary Reunion in 1913.

o April 15, 2026: Dr. Chris Mackowski, Editor-
in-chief and co-founder of Emerging Civil War
will be our speaker.

e May 20,2026: Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan will
be our speaker. His topics are: “Final Resting
Places: Reflections on the Meaning of Civil War
Graves” and “More Than an Eagle on the Button:
Black Lives beyond the Battlefield.”

o June 17, 2026: Kellie Gormley will give a
program titled: “Cease Firing! Life and Death at
Swope Manor (an inn in downtown Gettysburg).”

e July 15, 2026: Round Table member Dick
Titterington will give a program titled
"Gunpowder Girls: Tragedy at Civil War
Armament Factories."

e August 19, 2026: James Hessler will give a
program about the dispute between Union
Generals George Meade and Daniel Sickles over
command of the Union troops at the Peach
Orchard during the second day at the Battle of
Gettysburg.

o September 16,2026: Robert J. Amsler, Jr. will
give a program about railroads during the Civil
War and their use as both strategic and tactical
assets.

e October 21, 2026: David Jackson will give a
program titled: “Lockdown: Outlaws, Lawmen,
and Frontier Justice in Jackson County MO.”

UMKC Course on Missouri’s Civil War

Dick Titterington will be offering a third SPARK
course titled: “Missouri's Civil War 1861-1864.” The
classes will start on Wednesday, September 17" at 1:30
p-m. and run for six weeks. Topics covered include
Jennison's Jayhawkers, Grant in Missouri, the Battles of
Independence and Lone Jack, Eads’ Ironclads,
Marmaduke's Cavalry Raids, Quantrill's 1863 Lawrence
Raid, Order Number 11, Shelby's Great Raid, Blacks in
Blue, the Paw Paw Rebellion, and Enslaved Missourians’
Struggle for Freedom. You can sign up by visiting the
following website: https://lifelongspark.org/

Member News

o  We would like to welcome another new member:
Kelly Miller (see photo on Page 6). Kelly lives
in Kanas City MO and is a retired program
manager for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
He has been interested in the Civil War since
high school and has an extensive library on the
subject. Kelly said he wants to meet others who
are like-minded and committed to lifelong
learning.

e Dan Smith said he joined our Round Table in
1976. Dan served as president of the Round
Table in 1980 and 2005 and also serves as
Chairman of the Monnett Battle of Westport
Fund. Don Bates said he joined our Round
Table in 1979. Don served as president of the
Round Table in 2002 and 2012. They are the two
longest serving members of our Round Table.

e Dr. Dan Cudnik reports that he has another
great-grandchild (number 9!). Margo York was
born in Overland Park KS on August 12%.
Congratulations Dan! Dan said he has another
great-grandchild on the way.

e Marlene Natoli will not be able to attend the
September dinner meeting because she has to go
to New York, in order to help her sister who is
having surgery. Marlene requests that everyone
get their dinner reservations submitted as soon as
possible after the newsletter is issued.
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Sergeant Major’s Roar

Battlefield Dispatches #813
Bandits, Murderers, & Highwaymen

During the Civil War in Missouri, the Confederate
guerrillas were called “Bushwhackers” by their tactic of
attacking Union troops from an ambush by being
concealed in the bushes or heavy brush. However, if they
robbed ‘Union” civilians they were labeled “Bandits”,
“killed Union civilians they were “Murderers” or held up
mail coaches or other vehicular traffic they were
“Highwaymen”! In many cases they were described as
being one and the same and believed to be all three of
these types of criminals. The following after action
reports describe the results of two “Union” scouts or
patrols in southwest Missouri in December of 1863 in
pursuit of some “Bandits, murderers and Highway Men.
These reports are located in Vol. 22 of the Official
Records of the War of the rebellion on Pages 784 -786.

“[To] Brigadier General John B. Sanborn,
Commanding District of Southwestern Missouri.
Headquarters Post,

Centerville, Mo., January 4, 1864.

General: I forward a report of two scouts, one under the
command of Lieutenant A. A. Irwin, the other in charge
of Lieut. A. J. Garner, Second Arkansas Cavalry.

On the 24™ of December 1863, I gave orders to
Lieutenant Garner to proceed in the direction of and
beyond Pineville and to reconnoiter with 50 men and to
ascertain, if possible, the movements of Stand Watie who
was said to be in that neighborhood with 500 or 600 men.

Lieutenant Garner arrived on Cowskin Creek and
found that Stand Watie had been there, but left the day
before. He followed his trail to the line, but the enemy
being too far ahead, the pursuit was fruitless and
abandoned. At the headwaters of Butler’s Creek, where
he had turned out, Lieutenant Garner found and took
possession of a cave with a blacksmith’s shop and about
100 bushels of corn in it. He destroyed all. Ten miles
below on the same stream, in another cave, three
guerrillas were found and one was killed and one was
wounded and the other escaped. In this cave Lieutenant
Garner found a small parcel of dry goods, about two
pounds of gunpowder, one bushel of salt, one shotgun and
one rifle. These but the dry goods he ordered destroyed.
From a point 12 miles farther downstream, he scouted in
various directions and found himself in a section of
country SWARMING WITH GUERRILLAS. He

BURNED four houses on Butler’s Creek and seized three
yokes of oxen and as many wagons. On his return on the
29" of December, he turned over the captured property to
the Quartermaster at this Post. He had marched while
scouting and reconnoitering about 150 miles.

In the meantime, information was received that one of
my men, under Lieutenant J. Brown had been wounded
by guerrillas near Cross Hollow. I dispatched Lieutenant
Irwin to that vicinity with 26 men. There he joined
Lieutenant Brown. With his party augmented by four of
Lieutenant Brown’s men, the balance of whom were
ordered to return to Cassville, to escort the wounded man.
Lieutenant Irwin, hearing of the noted guerrilla, Glover of
that neighborhood, proceeded to his house and set fire to
it. Glover was not there. From that place he advanced in
a northeasterly direction and at a distance of one mile
from the burning house, made out three bushwhackers
lurking in his front. He gave chase for about two miles in
vain. The guerrillas had taken refuge in the brush.

At night on the 27" of December, 1863 Lieutenant
Irwin camped at Black’s Mill. Next morning his pickets
were fired into, but the enemy fled on the approach of
Irwin’s party. From Black’s Mill, Lieutenant Irwin
descended in a southeasterly direction on the White River.
At the ford he saw, but failed to capture or kill a mounted
guerrilla. Crossed over to the northeast among the hills
bordering the river and in a ravine at the residence of
Coon Baker, the most notorious guerrilla of that region,
surprised John Roller, another bandit. In attempting to
escape, this Roller was SHOT DEAD and his horse, arms,
and accouterments were captured. They were turned over
to the Quartermaster at this Post.

Lieutenant Irwin thence proceeded northwest toward
Indian Creek. Here another guerrilla and robber
(Hainbright) was shot. The hills known as Roller’s ridge
were next searched. They are a well-known rendezvous
for “BANDITS, MURDERERS, and HIGHWAYMEN.”
Nothing was found and Lieutenant Irwin after four days
of meandering march through a very rugged country, his
horses tired, almost exhausted, returned to this Post on the
30" of December without injury or loss. He marched
about 125 miles.

I am very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant,
BANDITS

JOHN E. PHELPS,
Lieutenant Third U. S. Cavalry, Commanding Post.”
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“[To] Captain J. Lovell,
Adjutant General.
Salem, Missouri; January 3, 1864.

Captain: In compliance with orders received from
Headquarters, District of Rolla, I have the honor to
transmit to you the following report of scouts [patrols] and
escorts.

On the 26" instant [ultimo], I sent Lieut. C. Ringer and
ten mounted men of Company C and one Corporal and
ten men of Company M, fifth Missouri State Militia
Cavalry on a scout on the Current River.

They proceeded down Gladden Valley, but gained no
information of any bushwhackers. When they struck the
Current River, they came across a small band of
bushwhackers, eight or ten in number, firing on them,
killing three and the remainder escaped. The men killed
were Eli Louis, Sam Louis, and Bill Boyce and captured
all of their plunder and some six or seven horses. These
were the men who had robbed and shot old man Wasson
a few days previous.

They then proceeded up the River to Big Creek and
scouted the country thoroughly. They then returned to
camp on the 28" of December, traveling a distance of 60
miles.

I am, Very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant,

L. E. WHYBARK,
Captain, Commanding Detachment, Salem, Mo.”

skokokoskok

Now then, the struggle against the Confederate
guerrillas in Missouri from 1861 -1865 was constant and
never ending. It was always very frustrating for the
Union troops, because no matter how many enemy
guerrillas were killed, they were immediately replaced by
others, who were willing to carry on with their struggle as
”bushwhackers”, and the War Went On.

seskoskoskock

Photographs from the August Dinner Meeting

New Member Kelly Miller

Member Don Bates (above) told us a funny story
about a Civil War Round Table dinner meeting that took
place in 1979 at the Hotel Bellerive (see photo on Page 7),
located at 214 East Armour Boulevard in Kansas City
MO. Don said the speaker’s program was a little on the
dry side. After a while, people started noticing a large
cockroach crawling across the upper part of the drapes
located directly behind the speaker’s table. Don said
people were paying more attention to the cockroach than
they did to the speaker! He said you could see people’s
heads move up and down as they followed the progress of
the cockroach crawling across the drapes. Don couldn’t
remember who the speaker was or what the program was
about, but he still remembers the cockroach on the drapes.
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Civil War Round Table of Kansas City History

The Civil War Round Table of Kansas City has a rich
and interesting history. Oftentimes, our speakers, new
members, and guests are surprised to learn that our Round
Table was founded in 1958 by former President Harry S.
Truman and his dentist, Dr. Bert Maybee. Dr. Maybee
also served as a private in Truman's artillery battery
during World War 1. Dr. Maybee was elected the first
president of the Round Table in 1958.

The following article appeared in the Kansas City Star
on February 13, 1958:

HEADS HISTORY GROUP

Dr. Bert Maybee Elected by
Civil War Students

Dr. Bert E. Maybee, 1007 West Sixty-ninth Street
Terrace, has been elected president of the new Kansas
City Civil War Round Table.

Harry S. Truman is honorary chairperson.

"The purpose of the organization is to increase and
stimulate interest in the military history of the United
States, particularly the Civil War," Maybee explained.
"This will be accomplished through exchange of ideas,
discussion, reviewing literature about the Civil War
period and talks by recognized experts on the various
phases of the war.

Other officers are:

Fred Riley, 7421 Main Street, vice president; William
Pence, 2904 West Seventy-first Street, secretary; and
Arthur Beyer, 5515 Fairway Road, Johnson County,
treasurer.

The organization will meet at 6:30 o'clock February 25
at the Hotel Bellerive (located at Armour and Warwick
boulevards in Kansas City MO).

Hotel Bellerive

The following article appeared in the Kansas City
Times on Wednesday, February 26, 1958:

CIVIL WAR FORCES JOIN
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
GROUP ORGANIZES

Descendants of Confederate
and Union Armies Will
Study Battle Sites

Fifty men intent on learning more about one of
America's great military conflicts organized themselves
into a discussion group last night at the Hotel Bellerive.

Some called it the Civil War, others the War Between
the States. The majority were of Confederate ancestry,
quite a few were Unionists, some were neutrals.

Dr. Bert E. Maybee, 1007 West Sixty-ninth Street
Terrace, organizer of the group, said it would be called the
Kansas City Civil War Roundtable. He was elected
president.

Other officers:

Fred Riley, 7421 Main, vice president; William Pence,
2904 West Seventy-first, Prairie Village, secretary; and
Arthur K. Beyer, 5515 Fairway, Fairway, treasurer.

Maybee said there are about 60 Civil War roundtables
in the nation, the central one at Washington. There is no
national organization, however. Each club operates
independently, he said.

He said the purpose was to afford those interested in
the war a chance to get together, take field trips to battle
sites, and hear speeches by authorities.

The group included Maj. John L. Buckley, professor
of military science and tactics for the city school system;
Col. Lester Wikoff, administrator at Wentworth
Academy, Lexington Mo., and president of a group
restoring the Lexington battleground, and James R.
Fuchs, an archivist at the Truman Library.

The group will meet the fourth Tuesday of each month,
Maybee said.
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The first speaker at a Civil War Round Table of
Kansas City dinner meeting was former President Harry
S. Truman. He gave a program about his views on the
Civil War on March 25, 1958.
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